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Please fill in this form and submit it to Blackboard. This information will be used as a basis for the determining if the project is suitable and for assigning an appropriate supervisor. There are no word limits for the proposal.
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	Name of Student:
	

	Student Number:
	

	Student Email Address:
	

	Date
	



	Project Details

	Proposed Project Title:
	



	Project Type (Tick correct project type)

	Dissertation Project:
	☐	Applied Project:
	☐


	Agreed Supervisor (optional)

	Only name a supervisor here if they have already agreed to supervise your project. 
THE SUPERVISOR MUST HAVE SENT THE MODULE LEADER AN EMAIL REQUESTING ASSIGNMENT
Leaving this field blank will in no way disadvantage you: A relevant supervisor will be allocated by the module leader.

	



	Project Abstract

	Provide a short summary of your proposed project (150–200 words). Clearly state the topic,
context, and main aim.

	



	Problem or Opportunity Definition

	Clearly describe the problem, opportunity, or research question your project will address.

· Why is this topic relevant and significant in cyber security or digital forensics?
· What are the aims and objectives? Use SMART principles where possible.


	



	Background and Literature Context

	Summarise the current academic and/or industry background to your chosen topic.

· Identify at least 2–3 key references (in UWE Harvard format) that have shaped your project idea.
· Briefly explain how these justify your project’s relevance and direction.


	



	Methodology and Approach

	Outline your proposed methodology or approach. Depending on project type, this may include:

· Dissertation: literature synthesis, theoretical frameworks, comparative analysis.
· Applied Project: software/hardware design, empirical study, evaluation, benchmarking, policy or human factors analysis, hybrid approaches.

Justify why this method is appropriate and identify any key tools, datasets, or environments you expect to use.


	



	Anticipated Deliverables / Outcomes

	Describe what outputs you expect to produce. Examples:

· Dissertation: theoretical framework, taxonomy, critical synthesis.
· Applied Project: artefact (software, hardware, scripts), dataset, experimental results, evaluation study, methodology, framework, or policy guidance.

Explain how success will be evidenced.


	





	Ethical Considerations

	Identify any ethical issues that may arise. Examples include:

· Human participation (interviews, surveys, usability testing).
· Security testing (penetration testing, red/blue team work).
· Use of sensitive or proprietary datasets.
· Use of generative AI tools.

Outline how you will address these. Formal ethical approval will be completed with your supervisor using the UWE online process, but you must flag issues here.


	



	Project Plan and Timeline

	Provide a brief, realistic plan showing how you will manage the work across both teaching blocks (the module assumes approximately 300 hours of study, or around 10 hours per week). 

Identify the main phases or milestones and their approximate timing, including literature review, ethics sign-off, any primary work or implementation, evaluation and writing up. A simple table, Gantt chart, or bullet list is acceptable. This plan will form the basis of early discussions with your supervisor and revisited as your project develops.


	



	CyBOK Justification

	Name the specific CyBOK Knowledge Area(s) your project fails within, and for each, state clearly which part of your work sits withing that Knowledge Area.

You should refer to the Cyber Security Body of Knowledge (CyBOK) Knowledge Areas, which are available to view online at https://www.cybok.org/knowledgebase/

	



Once you have been notified of the name of your supervisor, you should contact them as soon as possible to arrange an appointment to discuss your project.

Document Revision History
	Version
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	1.0
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	Initial Release

	2.0
	28th August 2025
	Expanded structure to align with updated module handbook

	2.1
	9th June 2026
	Added specific Cybok alignment requirements, project planning, and agreed supervisor sections.
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